
BENJAMIN LITTEER - MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

HISTORY:  Benjamin Litteer graduated from Olean High School in 1995.  As a recent high school 
graduate, he had unclear future plans, but over the course of several years and colleges, he 
ultimately achieved his dream of using his considerable artistic talents and love of video games by 
becoming a professional video game artist. 

He received the Enchanted Mountain Scholarship from St. Bonaventure and attended one academic 
year before transferring to Alfred State College and achieving an Associate degree in Computer 
Aided Art and Design.  After teaching at ASC for a year, he continued his education at the Academy 
of Art College in San Francisco, California where he earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a 
concentration in Environmental Video Art and 3D Modeling/Animation. 

Ben began his career after college at a small studio in Los Angeles, where he perfected his craft by 
designing Veggie Tales’ Bob the Tomato, Larry Boy and Disney Princess video games, among others.  
This was not quite his goal or genre, but he learned enough to obtain his dream job in Albany, NY 
working for Vicarious Visions, owned by Activision.  He was able to work on several of the Guitar 
Hero games for Wii.  His primary focus was the lighting and movement on the stage of the series.   
His leadership style and artistic expertise enabled him to become lead artist on several of the 
projects.  He worked hard, but his work was also his play. 

Although Ben was interested in all types of art, he was an avid fan of science fiction, particularly 
Star Trek and Star Wars.  He owned nearly every video game system ever manufactured and 
hundreds of games and films. 

Unfortunately, Ben succumbed to leukemia in March of 2012.  His colleagues and organization 
honored him in many ways, but dedicated their latest game at that time, “Skylanders: Lost Islands” 
to his memory. 

PURPOSE:  Ben had a natural artistic talent that was perfected by his education and experience.  
He believed in the value of innovative art through education and experimentation.  We, his family, 
would like to help another young talented student to achieve his or her goals through education. 

AWARD: $500.00 announced at OHS award ceremonies 

(disbursement of award to recipient will be upon submission of proof of college registration) 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  May 14, 2021   PLEASE RETURN TO HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE 
OFFICE 

CRITERIA: 

✓ An interest in art/media as a career or related creative fields such as journalism, music, 
performing arts, etc. 

✓ Acceptance and enrollment as a full time student at an accredited institution of higher 
learning, i.e. university, community college or technical school 

✓ A minimum 80 GPA in high school 

✓ Extracurricular school activities, community service and/or work experience 

✓ Financial need is not a requirement 



APPLICATION:  Please provide the following information in a presentation format: 

1. Applicant name, address, phone, email 

2. Name of college attending with specified major of study 

3. High School extracurricular activities, community service and/or work experience 

4. Art and/or Media awards or exhibits 

5. High school transcript – request from guidance office 

6. A typed statement of your personal, college and career goals to include: 

✓ Reasons for the selection of your chosen career and college 

✓ Any activities or experiences that are related to the achievement of your goals and 
how they may have helped you on your career path 

✓ Favorite and/or best type of media and genre 

✓ Most influential person/people in your life and why 

✓ Anything else you would to share with the committee 

7. Please provide a portfolio consisting of color photographs/copies of 
three pieces of art representative of personal style and interest  

The scholarship committee will consist of: 

Marjorie McIntosh – Ben’s mother 

Carey Litteer – Ben’s father 

Kimberly Light – Ben’s sister and 1990 OHS graduate 

Jennifer Bossard – Ben’s wife and 1995 OHS graduate 


